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PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH
TO THE 1992 CONVENTI ON ON THE PROTECTI ON AND USE
OF TRANSBOUNDARY WATERCOURSES AND | NTERNATI ONAL LAKES

The Parties to this Protocol,

M ndful that water is essential to sustain |life and that the
availability of water in quantities, and of a quality, sufficient to neet
basi ¢ human needs is a prerequisite both for inproved health and for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent,

Acknow edgi ng the benefits to human health and well-being that accrue
from whol esone and cl ean water and a harnoni ous and properly functioning water
envi ronment,

Awar e that surface waters and groundwater are renewabl e resources with a
limted capacity to recover from adverse inpacts from human activities on
their quantity and quality, that any failure to respect those limts my
result in adverse effects, in both the short and long terns, on the health and
wel | - being of those who rely on those resources and their quality, and that in
consequence sustai nabl e managenent of the hydrological cycle is essential for
both meeti ng human needs and protecting the environnent,

Awar e al so of the consequences for public health of shortfalls of water
in the quantities, and of the quality, sufficient to neet basic human needs,
and of the serious effects of such shortfalls, in particular on the
vul nerabl e, the disadvantaged and the socially excluded,

Consci ous that the prevention, control and reduction of water-rel ated
di sease are inportant and urgent tasks which can only be satisfactorily
di scharged by enhanced cooperation at all |evels and anmpbng all sectors, both
within countries and between States,

Consci ous al so that surveillance of water-rel ated di sease and the
establ i shment of early-warning systens and response systens are inportant
aspects of the prevention, control and reduction of water-related di sease,

Basi ng t hensel ves uponthe conclusions of the United Nations Conference
on Environnment and Devel opment (Rio de Janeiro, 1992), in particular the Rio
Decl arati on on Environnent and Devel opnent and Agenda 21, as well as upon the
programme for the further inplenentation of Agenda 21 (New York, 1997) and the




MP. WAT/ AC. 1/ 1999/ 1
EHCO 02 02 05/8
page 3

consequent decision of the Conmm ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent on the
sust ai nabl e managenment of freshwater (New York, 1998),

Deriving inspiration fromthe relevant provisions of the 1992 Convention
on the Protection and Use of Transboundary WAtercourses and Internationa
Lakes and enphasi zi ng the need both to encourage nore wi despread application
of those provisions and to conpl ement that Convention with further neasures to
strengthen the protection of public health,

Taking note of the 1991 Convention on Environmental |npact Assessment in
a Transboundary Context, the 1992 Convention on the Transboundary Effects of
I ndustrial Accidents, the 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Non- Navi gati onal Uses of International Watercourses and the 1998 Convention on
Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-mking and Access to
Justice in Environnmental Matters,

Further taking note of the pertinent principles, targets and
reconmendati ons of the 1989 European Charter on Environnment and Health, the
1994 Hel sinki Declaration on Environment and Health, and the Mnisterial
decl arations, recomendati ons and resol utions of the “Environnent for Europe”
process,

Recogni zi ng the sound basis and rel evance of other environnental
initiatives, instrunments and processes in Europe, as well as the preparation
and i nplementation of National Environnment and Health Action Plans and of
Nat i onal Environnment Action Pl ans,

Comrendi ng the efforts already undertaken by the United Nations Economc
Commi ssion for Europe and the Regional Office for Europe of the Wrld Health
Organi zation to strengthen bilateral and nmultil ateral cooperation for the
prevention, control and reduction of water-rel ated di sease

Encouraged by the many exanpl es of positive achievenents by the States
menbers of the United Nations Economi ¢ Comm ssion for Europe and the States
menmbers of the Regional Conmmittee for Europe of the World Health Organi zation
in abating pollution and in nmaintaining and restoring water environnents
capabl e of supporting human health and well - bei ng,

Have agreed as fol |l ows:
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Article 1
OBJECTI VE

The objective of this Protocol is to pronote at all appropriate |evels,
nationally as well as in transboundary and international contexts, the
protection of human health and wel } being, both individual and collective,
within a framework of sustainable devel opment, through inproving water
managenment, including the protection of water ecosystens, and through
preventing, controlling and reduci ng watefrrel ated di sease.

Article 2
DEFI NI TI ONS
For the purposes of this Protocol,

1. “Water-rel ated di sease” neans any significant adverse effects on
human heal th, such as death, disability, illness or disorders, caused directly
or indirectly by the condition, or changes in the quantity or quality, of any
wat er s;

2. “Drinking water” nears water which is used, or intended to be
avail abl e for use, by humans for drinking, cooking, food preparation, personal
hygi ene or sinmilar purposes;

3. “Groundwater” neans all water which is below the surface of the
ground in the saturation zone and in direct contact with the ground or
subsoi | ;

4. “Encl osed waters” means artificially created water bodies
separated from surface freshwater or coastal water, whether within or outside
a buil di ng;

5. “Transboundary wat ers” means any surface or ground waters lWch
mar k, cross or are |located on boundaries between two or nmore States; wherever
transboundary waters flow directly into the sea, these transboundary waters
end at a straight |ine across their respective nouths between points on the
| ow-water line of their banks;

6. “Transboundary effects of water-rel ated di sease” neans any
significant adverse effects on human health, such as death, disability,



MP. WAT/ AC. 1/ 1999/ 1
EHCO 02 02 05/8
page 5

illness or disorders, in an area under the jurisdiction of one Party, caused
directly or indirectly by the condition, or changes in the quantity or
quality, of waters in an area under the jurisdiction of another Party, whether
or not such effects constitute a transboundary inpact;

7. “Transboundary i npact” nmeans any significant adverse effect on the
environnment resulting froma change in the conditions of transboundary waters
caused by a human activity, the physical origin of which is situated wholly or
in part within an area under the jurisdiction of a Party to the Conventi on,
wi thin an area under the jurisdiction of another Party to the Convention. Such
effects on the environnment include effects on human health and safety, flora,
fauna, soil, air, water, climte, |andscape, and historical nmonunments or other
physi cal structures or the interaction anmong these factors; they also include
effects on the cultural heritage or socio-econom c conditions resulting from
alterations to those factors;

8. “Sanitation” nmeans the collection, transport, treatnent and
di sposal or reuse of human excreta or donestic waste water, whether through
col lective systenms or by installations serving a single household or
undert aki ng;

9. “Coll ective systent neans:

(a) A system for the supply of drinking water to a nunmber of
househol ds or undert aki ngs; and/or

(b) A system for the provisionof sanitation which serves a nunber of
househol ds or undertaki ngs and, where appropriate, also provides for the
col l ection, transport, treatment and di sposal or reuse of industrial waste
wat er,

whet her provided by a body in the public sector, an undertaking in the private
sector or by a partnership between the two sectors;

10. “Wat er - managenent plan” neans a plan for the devel opnent,
managenment, protection and/or use of the water within a territorial area or
groundwat er aquifer, including the protection of the associ ated ecosystens;

11. “The public” means one or nore natural or |egal persons, and, in
accordance with national legislation or practice, their associations,
organi zati ons or groups;

12. “Public authority” means:

(a) Government at national, regional and other |evels;
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(b) Nat ural or |egal persons perform ng public adm nistrative
functions under national |aw, including specific duties, activities or
services in relation to the environnment, public health, sanitation, water
managenment or water supply;

(c) Any ot her natural or |egal persons having public responsibilities
or functions, or providing public services, under the control of a body or
person falling within subparagraphs (a) or (b) above;

(d) The institutions of any regional econom c ihegration organization
referred to in article 21 which is a Party.

This definition does not include bodies or institutions acting in a judicia
or legislative capacity;

13. “Local” refers to all relevant |levels of territorial unit bel ow the
|l evel of the State;

14. “Convention” means the Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, done at Hel sinki on
17 March 1992;

15. “Meeting of the Parties to the Convention” means the body
established by the Parties to the Convention in accordance with its
article 17;

16. “Party” neans, unless the text otherwi se indicates, a State or a
regi onal economc integration organization referred to in article 21 which has
consented to be bound by this Protocol and for which this Protocol is in
force;

17. “Meeting of the Parties” nmeans the body established by the Parties
in accordance with article 16.

Article 3
SCOPE
The provisions of this Protocol shall apply to:

(a) Surface freshwater

(b) Gr oundwat er ;
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(c) Est uari es;

(d) Coastal waters which are used for recreation or for the production
of fish by aquaculture or for the production or harvesting of shellfish;

(e) Encl osed waters generally available for bathing;

(f) Water in the course of abstraction, transport, treatemt or
supply;

(9) Waste water throughout the course of collection, transport,
treatment and di scharge or reuse

Article 4
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

1. The Parties shall take all appropriate nmeasures to prevent, control and
reduce water-rel ated di sease within a framework of integrated watermanagenent
systens ai med at sustainable use of water resources, ambient water quality
whi ch does not endanger human health, and protection of water ecosystens.

2. The Parties shall, in particular, take all appropriatereasures for the
pur pose of ensuring:

(a) Adequat e supplies of whol esone drinking water which is free from
any nicro-organi sms, parasites and substances which, owing to their numbers or
concentration, constitute a potential danger to human health. This shal
i nclude the protection of water resources which are used as sources of
drinking water, treatnment of water and the establishnment, inprovenent and
mei nt enance of collective systens;

(b) Adequat e sanitation of a standard which sufficiently protects
human health and the environment. This shall in particular be done through
the establishment, inprovement and mmi ntenance of collective systens;

(c) Ef fective protection of water resources used as sources of
drinking water, and their related water ecosystens, from pollution from other
causes, including agriculture, industry and other discharges and em ssions of
hazardous substances. This shall aimat the effective reduction and
elimnation of discharges and em ssions of substances judged to be hazardous
to human heal th and water ecosystens;

(d) Sufficient safeguards for human heal th agai nst water-rel ated
di sease arising fromthe use of water for recreational purposes, fromthe use
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of water for aquaculture, fromthe water in which shellfish are produced or
fromwhich they are harvested, fromthe use of waste water for irrigation or
fromthe use of sewage sludge in agriculture oraquaculture;

(e) Ef fective systenms for nonitoring situations likely to result in
out breaks or incidents of waterrel ated di sease and for responding to such
out breaks and incidents and to the risk of them

3. Subsequent references in this Protocol to “drinking water” and
“sanitation” are to drinking water and sanitation that are required to neet
the requirenments of paragraph 2 of this article.

4. The Parties shall base all such nmeasures upon an assessnent of any
proposed neasure in respect of all its inplications, including the benefits,
di sadvant ages and costs, for:

(a) Human heal t h;

(b) Wat er resources; and

(c) Sust ai nabl e devel oprent,

whi ch takes account of the differing new inpacts of any proposed neasure on
the different environnental mediuns.

5. The Parties shall take all appropriate action to create |egal,

adm ni strative and econom c frameworks which are stable and enabling and
within which the public, private and voluntary sectors can each make its
contribution to inproving water nmanagenent for the purpose of preventing,
controlling and reduci ng water-rel ated di sease.

6. The Parties shall require public authorities which ae considering
taki ng action, or approving the taking by others of action, that may have a
significant inmpact on the environment of any waters within the scope of this
Protocol to take due account of any potential inpact of that action on public
heal t h.

7. Where a Party is a Party to the Convention on Environnental | npact
Assessnment in a Transboundary Context, conpliance by public authorities of
that Party with the requirements of that Convention in relation to a proposed
action shall satisfy the requirement under paragraph 6 of this article in
respect of that action.
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8. The provisions of this Protocol shall not affect the rights of Parties
to maintain, adopt or inplenment nore stringent nmeasures than those set down in
this Protocol.

9. The provisions of this Protocol shall not affect the rights and
obligations of any Party to this Protocol deriving fromthe Convention or any
other existing international agreement, except where the requirenents under
this Protocol are nmore stringent than the correspondi ng requirenents under the
Convention or that other existing international agreenment.

Article 5
PRI NCI PLES AND APPROACHES

In taking measures to inplenent this Protocol, the Parties shall be
guided in particular by the follow ng principles and approaches:

(a) The precautionary principle, by virtue of which action to prevent,
control or reduce water-rel ated disease shall not be postponed on the ground
that scientific research has not fully proved a causal |ink between the factor
at which such action is aimed, on the one hand, and the potential contribution
of that factor to the preval ence of water-rel ated di sease and/or transboundary
i npacts, on the other hand;

(b) The pol luter-pays principle, by virtue of which costs of pollution
prevention, control and reduction shall be borne by the polluter;

(c) States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their
own resources pursuant to their own environnental and devel opnental policies,
and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or
control do not cause damage to the environnent of other States or of areas
beyond the Iimts of national jurisdiction

(d) Wat er resources shall be managed so thatthe needs of the present
generation are met w thout compronmising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs;

(e) Preventive action should be taken to avoid outbreaks and incidents
of water-related disease and to protect water resources used as sources of
drinki ng water because such action addresses the harm nmore efficiently and can
be nmore cost-effective than remedi al action;
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(f) Action to manage water resources should be taken at the | owest
appropriate adm nistrative | evel;

(9) Wat er has social, econonic and environnmental values and should
therefore be managed so as to realize the npst acceptabl e and sustainabl e
combi nati on of those val ues;

(h) Efficient use of water should be prompted through economc
i nstruments and awar eness- bui | di ng;

(i) Access to information and public participation in decision-naking
concerning water and health are needed,inter alia, in order to enhance the
quality and the inplenmentation of the decisions, to build public awareness of
i ssues, to give the public the opportunity to express its concerns and to
enabl e public authorities to take due account of such concerns. Such access
and participation should be suppl emented by appropriate access to judicial and
adm ni strative review of relevant decisions;

(i) Water resources should, as far as possible, be managed in an
i ntegrated manner on the basis of catchnment areas, with the ains of I|inking
soci al and econom c devel opnent to the protection of natural ecosystenms and of
relating water-resource managenment to regul atory measures concerning ot her
environmental nediuns. Such an integrated approach should apply across the
whol e of a catchnment area, whether transboundary or not, including its
associ ated coastal waters, the whole of a groundwater aquifer or the rel evant
parts of such a catchment area or groundwater aquifer

(k) Speci al consideration should be given to the protection of people
who are particularly vulnerable to water-rel ated di sease

(" Equi t abl e access to water, adequate in terns both of quantity and
of quality, should be provided for all menmbers of the popul ation, especially
t hose who suffer a disadvantage or social exclusion;

(m As a counterpart to their rights and entitlements to water under
private |law and public law, natural and | egal persons and institutions,
whet her in the public sector or the private sector, should contribute to the
protection of the water environnment and the conservation of water resources;
and

(n) In inmplenmenting this Protocol, due account should be given to
| ocal problenms, needs and know edge

Article 6
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TARGETS AND TARGET DATES

1. In order to achieve the objective of this Protocol, the Parties shal
pursue the ains of:

(a) Access to drinking water for everyone;
(b) Provi sion of sanitation for everyone

within a framework of integrated water-mnagenment systens ai nmed at sustainable
use of water resources, anmbient water quality which does not endanger human
heal th, and protection of water ecosystens.

2. For these purposes, the Parties shall each establish and publish

nati onal and/or | ocal targets for the standards and | evels of performance that
need to be achi eved or maintained for a high |evel of protection against

wat er-rel ated di sease. These targets shall be periodically revised. In doing
all this, they shall make appropriate practical and/or other provisions for
public participation, within a transparent and fair franmework, and shal

ensure that due account is taken of the outcone of the public participation.
Except where national or |ocal circunmstances make themirrel evant for
preventing, controlling and reducing water-rel ated di sease, the targets shall
cover, inter alia

(a) The quality of the drinking water supplied, taking into account
the Cuidelines for drinking-water quality of the World Health Organizati on;

(b) The reduction of the scale of outbreaks and incidents of water-
rel ated di sease

(c) The area of territory, or the population sizes or proportions,
whi ch shoul d be served by collective systenms for the supply of drinking water
or where the supply of drinking water by other nmeans should be inproved

(d) The area of territory, or the population sizes or proportions,
whi ch shoul d be served by collective systens of sanitation or where sanitation
by ot her means shoul d be inproved;

(e) The levels of performance to be achieved by such collective
systens and by such other neans of water supply and sanitation respectively;

() The application of recognized good practice to the managenent of
wat er supply and sanitation, including the protection of waters used as
sources for drinking water;
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(9) The occurrence of discharges of:
(i) Untreated waste water; and
(ii) Untreated storm water overfl ows

from waste-water collection systems to waters within the scope of this
Prot ocol ;

(h) The quality of discharges of waste water from waste-water
treatnment installations to waters within the scope of this Protocol;

(i) The di sposal or reuse of sewage sludge fromcollective systens of
sanitation or other sanitation installations and the quality of waste water
used for irrigation purposes, taking into account the Guidelines for the safe
use of waste water and excreta in agriculture andaquaculture of the World
Health Organi zation and the United Nations Environnent Programme;

(i) The quality of waters which are used as sarces for drinking
wat er, which are generally used for bathing or which are used foraquacul ture
or for the production or harvesting of shellfish;

(k) The application of recogni zed good practice to the managenent of
encl osed waters generally avail able for bathing;

(1) The identification andrenedi ation of particularly contan nated
sites which adversely affect waters within the scope of this Protocol or are
likely to do so and which thus threaten to give rise to water-rel ated di sease;

(m The effectiveness of systens for the management, devel opment,
protection and use of water resources, including the application of recognized
good practice to the control of pollution fromsources of all kinds;

(n) The frequency of the publication of information on the wality of
the drinking water supplied and of other waters relevant to the targets in
this paragraph in the intervals between the publication of information under
article 7, paragraph 2.

3. Wthin two years of beconmng a Party, each Party shall establishm
publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of this article, and target dates
for achieving them

4. Where a long process of inplenmentation is foreseen for the achi evenment
of a target, intermedi ate or phased targets shall be set.



MP. WAT/ AC. 1/ 1999/ 1
EHCO 02 02 05/8
page 13

5. In order to pronpte the achi evenent of the targets referred to in
paragraph 2 of this article, the Parties shall each:

(a) Establish national or |ocal arrangenents for coordi nation between
their conpetent authorities;

(b) Devel op wat er - nanagenent plans in transboundary, ational and/or
| ocal contexts, preferably on the basis ofcatchnment areas or groundwater
aquifers. In doing so, they shall make appropriate practical and/or other
provi sions for public participation, within a transparent and fair franmework,
and shall ensure that due account is taken of the outcone of the public
participation. Such plans may be incorporated in other relevant plans,
programes or documents which are being drawn up for other purposes, provided
that they enable the public to see clearly the proposals for achieving the
targets referred to in this article and the respective target dates;

(c) Establish and maintain a | egal and institutional framework for
noni toring and enforcing standards for the quality of drinking water;

(d) Establi sh and maintai n arrangements, including, where appropriate,
Il egal and institutional arrangenents, for nonitoring, pronoting the
achi evement of and, where necessary, enforcing the other standards and | evels
of performance for which targets referred to in paragraph 2 of this article
are set.

Article 7

REVI EW AND ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS

1. The Parties shall each collect and eval uate data on:

(a) Their progress towards the achievenent of the targets referred to
in article 6, paragraph 2;

(b) I ndi cators that are dsigned to show how far that progress has
contributed towards preventing, controlling or reducing water-rel ated di sease.

2. The Parties shall each publish periodically the results of this
col l ection and eval uation of data. The frequency of such publication shall be
established by the Meeting of the Parties.

3. The Parties shall each ensure that the results of water and effluent
sanpling carried out for the purpose of this collection of data are avail able
to the public.
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4. On the basis of this collectionand eval uation of data, each Party shal
review periodically the progress made in achieving the targets referred to in
article 6, paragraph 2, and publish an assessnent of that progress. The
frequency of such reviews shall be established by the Meeting of the Parties.
W thout prejudice to the possibility of nore frequent reviews under article
6, paragraph 2, reviews under this paragraph shall include a review of the
targets referred to in article 6, paragraph 2, with a view to inproving the
targets in the light of scientific and technical know edge

5. Each Party shall provide to the secretariat referred to in article 17,
for circulation to the other Parties, a summary report of the data collected
and eval uated and the assessnent of the progress achieved. Such reports shall
be in accordance with guidelines established by the Meeting of the Parties.
These gui delines shall provide that the Parties can use for this purpose
reports covering the relevant infornmation produced for other internationa
foruns.

6. The Meeting of the Parties shall evaluate progress in inplementing this
Prot ocol on the basis of such summary reports

Article 8
RESPONSE SYSTEMS
1. The Parties shall each, as appropriate, ensure that:

(a) Conpr ehensi ve national and/or |ocal suweillance and earl y warni ng
systens are established, inproved or maintained which will:

(i) I dentify outbreaks or incidents of waterrel ated di sease or
significant threats of such outbreaks or incidents,
i ncluding those resulting fromwaterpollution incidents or
extreme weat her events;

(ii) G ve prompt and clear notification to the relevant public
authorities about such outbreaks, incidents or threats;

(iii) I'n the event of any immnent threat to public health from
wat er -rel ated di sease, dissenm nate to nmenbers of the public
who may be affected all information that is held by a public
authority and that could help the public to prevent or
mtigate harm



MP. WAT/ AC. 1/ 1999/ 1
EHCO 02 02 05/8
page 15

(iv) Make recommendations to the relevant public authorities and,
where appropriate, to the public about preventive and
remedi al actions;

(b) Conpr ehensi ve national and | ocal contingency plans for responses
to such outbreaks, incidents and risks are properly prepared in due tine;

(c) The rel evant public authorities have the necessary capacity to
respond to such outbreaks, incidents or risks in accordance with the relevant
contingency plan.

2. Surveill ance and early-warning systens, contingency plans and response
capacities in relation to water-rel ated di sease may be combined with those in
relation to other matters.

3. Wthin three years of becomng a Party, each Party shall have
establ i shed the surveillance and early-warning systens, contingency plans and
response capacities referred to in paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 9

PUBLI C AWARENESS, EDUCATI ON, TRAI NI NG, RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT AND | NFORMATI ON

1. The Parties shall take steps designed to enhance the awareness of al
sectors of the public regarding:

(a) The inportance of, and the relationship between, water managenent
and public health;

(b) The rights and entitlenments to water and correspondi ng obligations
under private and public |aw of natural and | egal persons and institutions,
whet her in the public sector or the private sector, as well as their noral
obligations to contribute to the protection of the water environment and the
conservation of water resources.

2. The Parties shall pronpote:

(a) Under st andi ng of the public-health aspects of their work by those
responsi bl e for water managenent, water supply and sanitation; and

(b) Under st andi ng of the basic principles of water management, water
supply and sanitation by those responsi ble for public health.
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3. The Parties shall encourage the education and training of the

pr of essi onal and technical staff who are needed for managi ng water resources
and for operating systens of water supply and sanitation, and encourage the
updating and i nprovenent of their know edge and skills. This education and
training shall include relevant aspects of public health.

4, The Parties shall encourage:

(a) Research into, and devel opment of, cost-effective neans and
techni ques for the prevention, control and reduction of water-related disease;

(b) Devel opment of integrated information systenms to handl e
i nformati on about long-termtrends, current concerns and past problens and
successful solutions to themin the field of water and health, and provision
of such information to conpetent authorities.

Article 10
PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON

1. As a conplenment to the requirenents of this Protocol for Parties to
publish specific information or documents, each Party shall take steps within
the framework of its legislation to nake available to the public such
information as is held by public authorities and is reasonably needed to

i nform public discussion of:

(a) The establi shnment of targets and of target dates for their
achi evenment and the devel opnent of water-managenment plans in accordance with
article 6;

(b) The establishment, inprovement or maintenance of surveillance and
early-warni ng systens and conti ngency plans in accordance with article 8;

(c) The pronotion of public awareness, education, training, research,
devel opment and information in accordance with article 9.

2. Each Party shall ensure that public authorities, in response to a
request for other information relevant to the inplenentation of this Protocol,
make such information available within a reasonable time to the public, within
the framework of national |egislation.

3. The Parties shall ensure that information referred to in article 7,
paragraph 4, and paragraph 1 of this article shall be available to the public
at all reasonable tinmes for inspection free of charge, and shall provide
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members of the public with reasonable facilities for obtaining fromthe
Parties, on paynment of reasonable charges, copies of such informtion.

4. Nothing in this Protocol shall require a public authority to publish
information or make information available to the public if:

(a) The public authority does not hold the information;

(b) The request for the information is maifestly unreasonabl e or
formulated in too general a manner; or

(c) The information concerns material in the course of conpletion or
concerns internal communications of public authorities where such an exenption
is provided for in national |law or customary practice, taking into account the
public interest served by disclosure.

5. Nothing in this Protocol shall require a public authority to publish
i nformati on or make information available to the public if disclosure of the
i nformati on woul d adversely affect:

(a) The confidentiality of the proceedings of public authorities,
where such confidentiality is provided for under national |aw;

(b) International relations, national defence or public security;

(c) The course of justice, the ability of a person toreceive a fair
trial or the ability of a public authority to conduct an enquiry of a crimna
or disciplinary nature

(d) The confidentiality of comrercial or industrial information, where
such confidentiality is protected by law in order to protect a legitimate
economc interest. Wthin this framework, information on em ssions and
di scharges which are relevant for the protection of the environnent shall be
di scl osed,;

(e) Intellectual property rights;

(f) The confidentiality of personal data and/or fiés relating to a
natural person where that person has not consented to the disclosure of the
information to the public, where such confidentiality is provided for in
nati onal | aw;

(9) The interests of a third party which has supplied the infornmation
requested wi thout that party being under, or being capable of being put under,
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a legal obligation to do so, and where that party does not consent to the
rel ease of the material; or

(h) The environment to which the information relates, such as the
breeding sites of rare species.

These grounds for not disclosing information shall be interpreted in a
restrictive way, taking into account the public interest served by disclosure
and taking into account whether the information relates to em ssions and
di scharges into the environnent.

Article 11

I NTERNATI ONAL COOPERATI ON

The Parties shall cooperate and, as appropriate, assist each other:

(a) In international actions in support of the objectives of this
Prot ocol ;
(b) On request, in inplenenting national and |oal plans in pursuance

of this Protocol.

Article 12
JOI NT AND COORDI NATED | NTERNATI ONAL ACTI ON

I n pursuance of article 11, subparagraph (a), the Parties shall pronmote
cooperation in international action relating to:

(a) The devel opnment of commonly ageed targets for natters referred to
in article 6, paragraph 2;

(b) The devel opnment of indicators for the purposes of article7,
paragraph 1 (b), to show how far action on water-rel ated di sease has been
successful in preventing, controlling and reduci ng such di sease;

(c) The establishment of joint or coordinated systens for surveillance
and early-warning systens, contingency plans and response capacities as part
of, or to conplement, the national systenms maintained in accordance with
article 8 for the purpose of responding to outbreaks and incidents of water-
rel ated di sease and significant threats of such outbreaks and incidents,
especially fromwater-pollution incidents or extrene weather events;
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(d) Mut ual assistance in responding to outbreaks and i nicdents of
wat er-rel ated di sease and significant threats of such outbreaks and incidents,
especially fromwater-pollution incidents or extrene weather events;

(e) The devel opnment of integrated information systenms and dat abases
exchange of information and sharing of technical and | egal know edge and
experi ence;

(f) The pronpt and clear notification by the conpetent authorities of
one Party to the corresponding authorities of other Parties which may be
af fected of:

(i) Qut breaks and incidents of water-rel aed di sease, and
(ii) Significant threats of such outbreaks and incidents
whi ch have been identified;

(9) The exchange of information on effective means of dissenmnating to
the public information about water-rel ated di sease

Article 13
COOPERATI ON | N RELATI ON TO TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS

1. Where any Parties border the sanme transboundary waters, as a conpl enent
to their other obligations under articles 11 and 12, they shall cooperate and,
as appropriate, assist each other to prevent, control and reduce transboundary
effects of water-related disease. |In particular, they shall

(a) Exchange i nformati on and share know edge about the transboundary
wat ers and the problens and risks which they present with the other Parties
bordering the sane waters;

(b) Endeavour to establish with the other Parties bordering the same
transboundary waters joint or coordinated water-nmanagenment plans in accordance
with article 6, paragraph 5 (b), and surveillance and early-warning systens
and contingency plans in accordance with article 8, paragraph 1, for the
purpose of responding to outbreaks and incidents of water-rel ated di sease and
significant threats of such outbreaks and incidents, especially from water-
pollution incidents or extreme weather events;
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(c) On the basis o equality and reciprocity, adapt their agreenents
and ot her arrangenents regarding their transboundary waters in order to
elimnate any contradictions with the basic principles of this Protocol and to
define their mutual relations and conduct regarding the ains of this Protocol;

(d) Consult each other, at the request of any one of them on the
significance of any adverse effect on human health which may constitute a
wat er -rel at ed di sease.
2. Where the Parties concerned are Parties to the Convention, the
cooperation and assi stance in respect of any transboundary effects of water-
rel ated di sease which are transboundary inpacts shall take place in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention

Article 14
| NTERNATI ONAL SUPPORT FOR NATI ONAL ACTI ON

When cooperating and assisting each other in the inplementation of
nati onal and | ocal plans in pursuance of article 11, subparagraph (b), the
Parties shall, in particular, consider how they can best help to pronote:

(a) Preparati on of water-managenent plansin transboundary, nationa
and/or | ocal contexts and of schemes for inproving water supply and
sani tation;

(b) I mproved formulation of projects, especially infrastructure
projects, in pursuance of such plans and schenes, in order to facilitate
access to sources of finance

(c) Ef fective execution of such projects;

(d) Est abl i shnent of systens for surveillance and early-warni ng
systens, contingency plans and response capacities in relation to water-

rel ated di sease

(e) Preparation of |egislation needed b support the inplenentation of
this Protocol;

() Educati on and training of key professional and technical staff;

(9) Research into, and devel opnent of, cost-effective neans and
techni ques for preventing, controlling and reduci ng water-rel ated di sease;
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(h) Operation of effective networks to nonitor and assess the
provi sion and quality of water-related services, and devel opnent of integrated
i nformati on systenms and dat abases;

(i) Achi evenment of quality assurance for nonitoring activities,
including inter-laboratory conparability.

Article 15
REVI EW OF COMPLI ANCE

The Parties shall review the conpliance of the Parties with the
provi sions of this Protocol on the basis of the reviews and assessnents
referred to in article7. Miltilateral arrangementsof a non-confrontational
non-j udi ci al and consultative nature for review ng conpliance shall be
established by the Parties at their first nmeeting. These arrangenents shall
al l ow for appropriate public involvenent.

Article 16
MEETI NG OF THE PARTI ES

1. The first nmeeting of the Parties shall be convened no later than

ei ghteen nonths after the date of the entry into force of this Protocol.
Thereafter, ordinary neetings shall be held at regular intervals to be

determ ned by the Parties, but at |east every three years, except in so far as
ot her arrangenments are necessary to achieve the ainms of paragraph 2 of this
article. The Parties shall hold an extraordinary neeting if they so decide in
the course of an ordinary neeting or at the witten request of any Party,
provided that, within six nonths of it being comunicated to all Parties, the
said request is supported by at | east one third of the Parties.

2. Where possible, ordinary neetings of the Parties shall be held in
conjunction with the neetings of the Parties to the Convention.

3. At their neetings, the Parties shall keep under continuous review the
i mpl ementation of this Protocol, and, with this purpose in mnd, shall:

(a) Revi ew t he policies for and nethodol ogi cal approaches to the
prevention, control and reduction of water-related di sease, pronote their
convergence, and strengthen transboundary and international cooperation in
accordance with articles 11, 12, 13 and 14;
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(b) Eval uate progress in inplementing this Protocol on the basis of
i nformation provided by the Parties in accordance with guidelines established
by the Meeting of the Parties. Such guidelines shall avoid duplication of
effort in reporting requirenents;

(c) Be kept informed on progress made in the inplenmentation of the
Conventi on;

(d) Exchange information with the Meeting of the Parties to the
Convention, and consider the possibilities for joint action with it;

(e) Seek, where appropriate, the services of relevant bodies of the
Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe and of the Regional Conmttee for Europe of the
Worl d Heal th Organization;

() Establish the nodalities for the participation of other conpetent
i nternational governnental and non-governnental bodies in all neetings and
other activities pertinent to the achi evement of the purposes of this
Pr ot ocol

(9) Consi der the need for further provisions on access to information
public participation in decision-mking and public access to judicial and
adm nistrative review of decisions within the scope of this Protocol, in the
i ght of experience gained on these matters in other international forunmns;

(h) Establish a programe of work, including projects to be carried
out jointly under this Protocol and the Convention, and set up any bodies
needed to inplenent this programme of work

(i) Consi der and adopt gui delines and recommendati ons which pronmote
the inplenmentation of the provisions of this Protocol;

(i) At the first nmeeting, consider and by consensus adopt rul es of
procedure for their neetings. These rules of procedure shall contain provision
to pronote harnoni ous cooperation with the Meeting of the Parties to the
Conventi on;

(k) Consi der and adopt proposals for amendnents to this Protocol

(") Consi der and undertake any additional action that may be required
for the achievenent of the purposes of this Protocol.
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Article 17
SECRETARI AT
1. The Executive Secretary of the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe and the

Regi onal Director of the Regional O fice for Europe of the World Health
Organi zation shall carry out the followi ng secretariat functions for this
Pr ot ocol

(a) The conveni ng and preparing of meetings of the Parties;

(b) The transm ssion to the Parties of reports and other information
received in accordance with the provisions of this Protocol;

(c) The performance of swh other functions as may be determ ned by
the Meeting of the Parties on the basis of avail able resources.

2. The Executive Secretary of the Economi ¢ Comm ssion for Europe and the
Regi onal Director of the Regional O fice for Europe of the World Health
Organi zation shall:

(a) Set out details of their work-sharing arrangenents in a Menorandum
of Understanding, and informthe Meeting of the Parties accordingly;

(b) Report to the Parties on the elenments of, and the nodalities for
carrying out, the programe of work referred to in articlel6, paragraph 3.
Article 18
AMENDMENTS TO THE PROTOCOL
1. Any Party may propose amendnents to this Protocol

2. Proposal s for amendnents to this Protocol shall be considered at a
meeting of the Parties.

3. The text of any proposed amendnent to this Protocol shall be submtted
in witing to the secretariat, which shall communicate it to all Parties at
| east ninety days before the neeting at which it is proposed for adoption

4. An amendnment to this Protocol shall be adpted by consensus of the
representatives of the Parties present at the neeting. The adopted anmendnent
shal |l be conmuni cated by the secretariat to theDepositary, who shal

circulate it to all Parties for their acceptance. The anmendnment shall enter
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into force for the Parties which have accepted it on the ninetieth day after
the date on which two thirds of those Parties have deposited with the
Depositary their instruments of acceptance of the amendnment. The amendnent
shall enter into force for any other Party on the ninetieth day after the date
on which that Party deposits its instrunent of acceptance of the amendnent.

Article 19
RI GHT TO VOTE

1. Except as provided for in paragraph 2 of this article, each Party shal
have one vote.

2. Regi onal economic integration organizations, in matters within their
conpetence, shall exercise their right to vote with a nunmber of votes equal to
the nunber of their nmenmber States which are Parties. Such organizations shal
not exercise their right to vote if their nmenmber States exercise theirs, and
Vi ce versa

Article 20
SETTLEMENT OF DI SPUTES

1. If a dispute arises between two or nore Parties about the interpretation
or application of this Protocol, they shall seek a solution by negotiation or
by any other neans of dispute settlement acceptable to the parties to the

di spute.

2. When signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this
Protocol, or at any tine thereafter, a Party may declare in witing to the
Depositary that for a dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph 1 of
this article, it accepts one of the follow ng neans of dispute settlenment as
conpul sory in relation to any Party accepting the sane obligation

(a) Where the Parties are Parties to the Convention, and have accepted
as conpulsory in relation to each other one or both of the means of dispute
settl ement provided in the Convention, the settlenment of the dispute in
accordance with the provisions of the Convention for the settlenment of
di sputes arising in connection with the Conventi on;

(b) In any other case, the subm ssion of the dispute to the
International Court of Justice, unless the Parties agree to arbitration or
sone other form of dispute resolution
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Article 21
SI GNATURE
This Protocol shall be open for signature in London on ... June 1999 on

the occasion of the Third Mnisterial Conference on Environment and Health,
and thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New York until 18 June 2000
by States nenbers of the Econom c Comm ssion for Europe, by States nmenbers of
the Regional Conmmttee for Europe of the World Health Organi zation, by States
havi ng consultative status with the Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Europe pursuant to
paragraph 8 of Econom c¢ and Social Council resolution 36 (IV) of 28 March
1947, and by regional econom c integration organizations constituted by
sovereign States nenbers of the Economic Commi ssion for Europe or nenbers of
the Regional Conmttee for Europe of the World Health Organi zation to which
their menmber States have transferred competence over matters governed by this
Prot ocol, including the conpetence to enter into treaties in respect of these
matters.

Article 22
RATI FI CATI ON, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL AND ACCESSI ON

1. This Protocol shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval
by signatory States and regional econonic integration organizations.

2. This Protocol shall be open for accession by the States and
organi zations referred to in article2l.

3. Any organi zation referred to in article 21 which becones a Party wi thout
any of its nmember States being a Party shall be bound by all the obligations

under this Protocol. 1In the case of such organizations, one or nore of whose
menmber States is a Party, the organization and its nenber States shall decide
on their respective responsibilities for the performnce of their obligations

under this Protocol. |In such cases, the organization and the nmenber States
shall not be entitled to exercise rights under this Protocol concurrently.
4. In their instrunments of ratification, acceptance, appoval or accession,

the regional econonmic integration organizations referred to in article 21
shall declare the extent of their conpetence with respect to the matters
governed by this Protocol. These organizations shall also informthe
Depositary of any substantial nodification to the extent of their conpetence.
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5. The instrunments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shal
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 23
ENTRY | NTO FORCE

1. This Protocol shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date
of deposit of the sixteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession.

2. For the purposes of paragraph 1 of this article, any instrunment
deposited by a regional econom c integration organization shall not be counted
as additional to those deposited by States nenbers of such an organization.

3. For each State or organization referred to in article 21 which ratifies,
accepts or approves this Protocol or accedes thereto after the deposit of the
sixteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, the
Prot ocol shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit
by such State or organization of its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession.

Article 24
W THDRAWAL

At any tinme after three years fromthe date on which this Protocol has
cone into force with respect to a Party, that Party may withdraw fromthe
Prot ocol by giving witten notification to theDepositary. Any such
wi t hdrawal shall take effect on the ninetieth day after the date of its
recei pt by the Depositary.
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Article 25

DEPCSI TARY

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall act as theDepositary
of this Protocol.

Article 26
AUTHENTI C TEXTS

The original of this Protocol, of which the English, French, German and
Russian texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF t he undersi gned, being duly authorized thereto, have
signed this Protocol

DONE i n London, this ....th day of June one thousand nine hundred and
ni net y- ni ne.



